JOHN    EVELYN
given to Evelyn's friendship with Pepys, it is not
because Pepys can be ranked above Jeremy Taylor or
Robert Boyle or Lord Cornbury or Lady Sunderland
as a notable ligure of the day, nor is it because
Evelyn ranked him above these in his intimacy with
him as a friend. It is because, through Pcpys's eyes and
faithful pen, we get a better sight of Evelyn than from
anyone else. While Evelyn,, as a man and as a notable
figure in his time, stands far above the secretary of the
Admiralty (indeed, no comparison whatever can be
made between the two men), while Evelyn's memory
for years after his death was venerated and his books
referred to, whereas Pepys in the eighteenth century
passed completely into oblivion, the publication of
their records in the early nineteenth century has
completely reversed the popularity of the two,
There is now a Pepys Society, an annual dinner at
Magdalen College, an annual service at St. Olave's,
Crutehed Friars; almost every line he wrote officially
or privately has been printed., and research has been
extended into the most obscure recesses of his public
and domestic activities* There is no Evelyn Society,
Balliol College has not even a portrait of him, only
very few of his works have been rcpublislicd, some
only in small editions, and for one person who has
read his diary there arc hundreds who have read
Pcpys's, The reason of all this simply is that the diary
of the one allbrds very special and, indeed, unique
entertainment, while that of the other must appeal to
a restricted audience as little more than a footnote to
history. But as the life of the one was incomparably
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